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Ladies and Gentlemen
Good evening

It is an honor and privilege to be with you tonight on this important occasion of unveiling the 2010 Youth Month Program. This year 2010, has been declared by the United Nations as the International of the Youth.
Ladies and Gentleman this important occasion takes place some few hours before the kickoff of the 2010 FIFA World Cup, staged here in our beautiful Country, South Africa. 
Tomorrow at Soccer City, President Jacob Zuma together with President of FIFA and dignitaries will officially preside over the opening of the 2010 World Cup tournament. 
The official opening will be proceeded by the first Match between the host, South Africa and Mexico. We are confident that with the recent results and display Bafana-Bafana will do us proud. 
We call upon the people of Sekhukhune District, young and old, to rally behind our National Team in our endeavor to conquer the world.
Program Director
We will like to take this opportunity to extend our condolences and sympathy to the families of three soccer  boys who died here in Fetakgomo on their way to play soccer match, last Sunday. 
Our heartfelt condolences goes to their families and every soccer loving resident of Sekhukhune District.

In their memory and respect and to many young people who perished for different progressive causes, let us rise and observe a moment of silent.
{Pause}  
May Their Souls Rest In Peace.

Program Director
The Constitution of the Republic of South Africa is the supreme law of the country, entrenching specific rights, responsibilities and ethos that everyone must uphold. 
In the Bill of Rights, specific human rights are guaranteed and these rights and responsibilities guides the inherent rights and responsibilities of everyone, including young people. 
Since the advent of democracy in 1994, far reaching opportunities were created though transformation process. These includes the development and adoption of legislations and policies to guide interventions. 
South Africa as a country has always demonstrated its commitment to the development of young people, these commitments are manifested in the adoption of key policy frameworks aimed at YOUTH.

Examples of these are the following:

· National Youth Commission Act of 1996, 
· National Youth Policy Framework of 2002, and 
· National Youth Development Policy Framework of 2002-2007. 
These legislative process were created and undertaken to place youth development at the centre of government planning and resource allocation. 
Program Director 
As part of mainstreaming youth development policy and machinery, Cabinet has adopted two important policies. They are:

· National Youth Development Act No 05 of 2008 and 
· National Youth Policy 2009-2014. 
The policy changes has resulted in the merger between Umbsombovu Youth fund and National Youth Commission, giving birth to National Youth Development Agency. 
The National Board of the NYDA has been established and the process of developing the provincial agency is at an advanced stage. 
We hope that such efforts will bear fruits and actually  propel youth development agenda t new heights. 
Program Director
Let me also indicate here that it is our wish as the District to see the emergence of Youth leaders from our District when the new provincial NYDA Board will be announced. 
We are also looking forward to see an accelerated efforts of ensuring that NYDA find its presence in every local municipality as it is envisaged.
Comrades and Friends, our District Municipality continues to take efforts in ensuring that Youth development finds expression in our planning and budgeting imperatives. 
Sekhukhune District Municipality continues to be one of the few Municipalities with an established Youth Offices and Officials dedicated to youth development. 
Our five Youth Advisory Centres are in operation and provides important services to young people. Examples of this services are, career information, learner ships, and other related services. 
The partnership between ourselves and Umsobovu Youth Fund has come to an end in terms of financial support to Youth Advisory Centres. We are however, decided to continue providing support to these centres and strengthening their operations, in order to meet the demands of young people. 
We call upon Youth Councils and Youth Structures to play their oversight roles by monitoring the operations of the youth centres.

This year, 2010 marks the 34th Anniversary of the Soweto Uprising which occurred in June 16 1976. The uprising indeed started in Soweto but then became a national campaign against the usage of Afrikaans as a medium of instruction. 
The 1976 student uprising was not just a narrow rebellion against oppressive language, but rather part and parcel of the broader struggle for freedom and liberation in our Country. 
The 1976 uprising give impetus to the struggle for freedom in SA, as it captured the attention of the international community on the oppressive nature and character of the Apartheid regime. 
We indeed owe of freedom and democracy to the youth of 1976, who inspired by the love for their country paid the highest price of life. We therefore dare not forget the monumental sacrifices made by youth such as Tsietsi Mashinini, hector Peterson, Heckson Ndlovu, Makhubo and many others who perished.
As we celebrate this important month of young people, the current generation should indeed emulate the class of 1976 by defining their own path and agenda. Ourselves as parents, elders and Government is to support your programs and intitiatives.

We do so conscious of the fact that Youth remain a critical component of our population. In the words of Comrade Oliver Reginald Tambo, former President of the African National Congress, and I quote “ A Country that does not take care of its youth does not deserve the future”, end quote.
Indeed working together with our Youth we can do more.
Program Director 
Youth of the Country and our District in particular are faced with many Challenges including  low levels of education, crimes, Hiv/Aids, Unemployment, Diseases, drugs and alcohol abuse, Poverty, etc. 
Earlier on when I spoke about defining our own path and agenda, I was precisely referring to the ability of the youth to identify challenges of the current epoch and coming with mechanism and strategies to overcome such challenges. 
The celebration of youth month therefore should not be reduced to just celebrations in its literal meaning, but should rather represent an opportunity for young people to reflect on their own challenges and how they can work together to determine their own destinies. 
Comrade Program Director
We can never change the past but we can shape the future, as much as we are form disadvantage backgrounds, we can still become great people tomorrow. Chika Onyeani In his book Capitalist Nigger makes this point, and I quote ‘the first step of success is to believe in yourself to be whatever you want to be in this world, You must have the absolute belief that nothing will stand in your way of achieving your stated goal” end quote. 

Program Director 
We are where we are today because of sacrifices made by young people of this country. South African Youth are indeed known for their braveness, courage, commitment to national building and unparallel love to their country. 
We can trace the important role played by young people in defense of this country and the wars of resistance waged by them. It was young people who swelled the ranks of the armed struggles against apartheid imposition and it was indeed young people of Peter Mokaba ‘s generation who made apartheid unworkable.
Program Director
The 2010 Youth Programs is underpinned by number of activities which in the main seeks to respond to needs of young people. These activities includes:
· The Youth Lecture which will deal with the History of 176 and the role of NYDA,
· The business seminar which will in the main provide information to young entrepreneurs,
· Launch of District Youth Council, and
· Community Outreach Program, where the Executive Mayor will lead a delegation bigger than this, to a family headed by a destitute youth.
We urge all stakeholders to make this program a success by working together.

Program Director 
NYDA leadership and the leadership of Youth Structures nationally, have made a call of urging government and private sector to support the allocation of procurement opportunities to youth companies during this month.

Off course, such support should not be limited to June Month only. I therefore in my capacity as Executive Mayor of Sekhukhune District Municipality, call upon Municipalities here in District, government departments and Private sector to ensure that, companies owned by young people get preferences as part of celebrating this important legacy in our life time.

Program Director
I will be doing a disservice if I conclude my speech without mentioning one important aspect, Education. 
The African National Congress in its Manifesto for 2009 elections highlighted education as one of its key 5 priorities. 
Part of the apartheid engineering and philosophy has been the systematic exclusion of black people from the education opportunities, this was largely informed by fact that skills and knowledge play an important and central role in the economic activity. 
We acknowledge the existing disparities and challenges in our current education systems. However we must ensure that we call upon young people to take education seriously. 
Our District is faced with number of developmental challenges which require skills and innovation. We must work together to ensure our schools are functional and produce good results.

We need amongst ourselves, engineers, doctors, scientist, accountants etc. In the words of former President Nelson Mandela it is through Education that a Son of a domestic worker can become a Doctor, a daughter of a farmer can become a lawyer .
I once more call upon you to go out in numbers and support Bafana-Bafana and the Soccer Showpiece in general. 
Let us ensure that we visit our two public viewing areas (Hlogotlou Stadium and Ntwampe Sports Grounds) on Friday during the opening matches. 
Viva Bafana-Bafana Viva.

And I thank you.
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